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O’FALLON, Mo. — The 
death toll from COVID-19 
in Missouri has topped 
10,000, according to the 
state health department’s 
coronavirus dashboard 
Thursday.

The dashboard showed 
20 new deaths, bringing the 
total to 10,002 since the on-
set of  the pandemic in early 
2020. Nationally, more than 
615,000 Americans have 
died of  the virus.

“We are saddened to have 
lost so many Missourians 
over the last 18 months to 
COVID-19,” Republican 
Gov. Mike Parson said in a 
statement. “We have a way 
out of  this global pandemic. 
This milestone underscores 
the importance of  vaccina-
tion and personal responsi-
bility across the state.”

The state’s acting health 
director, Robert Knodell, 
agreed. “Help us honor the 
loss we’ve experienced by 
protecting yourself  and 
your family from this vi-
rus,” he said in a statement.

Deaths have been rising 
again in recent weeks 
due to the delta variant, 
and it has been especially 
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Globe numbers

THE GLOBE GLEANS pandemic num-
bers for the state of Missouri pri-
marily from Worldometer, which 
says it is a website run by an 
international team of developers, 
researchers and volunteers with 
the goal of making world statistics 
available quickly. It is published 
by a small and independent digital 
media company based in the 
United States.

IT REPORTED that the state of Mis-
souri crossed the 10,000-death 
threshold over the July 4 week-
end. On Thursday, the website put 
the number of COVID-19 deaths in 
Missouri at 10,628.

SEE VIRUS, 2A

BY KIMBERLY BARKER
kbarker@joplinglobe.com

CARTHAGE, Mo. — Lee 
Elliff  Pound, president and 
longtime member of  the 
Carthage Board of  Educa-
tion, resigned last week.

Her resignation letter, re-
leased to the Globe after an 
open-records request with 
the district, does not specify 
a reason.

Carthage Superintendent 
Mark Baker would not 
elaborate on her resigna-
tion. Pound did not return 
requests for comment, nor 
did Niki Cloud, who is the 
board’s vice president.

Her resignation was not 
mentioned during Tues-
day’s special board meet-
ing, when Cloud presided.

Pound, who was last elect-
ed to a three-year term in 
April, was first appointed to 
the board in September 2005 
to fill a six-month seat. She 
was later elected to three-
year terms in 2006, 2009 and 
2012. She ran unopposed in 
the 2015 election.

Baker said in a message 
to the Globe that the district 
would address Pound’s 
resignation during its next 
meeting, which is sched-
uled for Monday.

SAFETY PLAN
The Carthage Board of  

Education heard from lead-
ers with the Mercy Hospital 
Carthage board about vac-
cines and the impact that 
COVID-19 is having on the 
regional health care system 
during Tuesday’s special 
meeting.

The Carthage Board 
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SEE CARTHAGE, 2A

TRAIN TOUR
BY JOHN HACKER
news@joplinglobe.com

PARSONS, Kan. — The 
largest steam locomotive 
in the world, Union Pacific 
Railroad’s Big Boy, drew 

an estimated 1,000 visitors to the 
Crawford Street railroad cross-
ing Wednesday and Thursday.

Parsons was a planned over-
night stop for Union Pacific’s 
steam locomotive No. 4014 on a 
monthlong tour of  the central 
and southern U.S. this week, the 
first for either of  the railroad’s 
operational steam locomotives 
since the pandemic began.

Parsons Mayor Tom Shaw said 
it was fitting that an iconic steam 
locomotive made an appearance 
this year.

“Any time this would be neat, 
but this is the 150th anniversary 
of  the founding of  Parsons, and 
Parsons is a railroad town. The 
railroad is why the town is here,” 
Shaw said as he walked with 
other city leaders to tour the 
train. “The UP has been a pretty 
good partner with Parsons and 
cooperates with the city in a lot 
of  ways, so it’s been nice to have 
the train come through. I’m a big 
train fan anyway, so I love it.”

The locomotive has already 
thrilled untold numbers of  train 
lovers since Aug. 5, when it left its 
home base in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

RIDING BIG BOY
This Joplin Globe reporter 

got the chance of  a lifetime on 
Wednesday to ride in Big Boy’s 
cab with the engineer, firemen 
and members of  the crew for 
four hours from Union Station in 
Kansas City, Missouri, to Paola.

Big Boy is 132 feet long, so long 
it features a hinge between the 
two sets of  drive wheels to let 
the engine go around curves in 
the track. It operated for Union 
Pacific from 1941-1961, and it 
spent more than 50 years in a 
railroad museum in California 
before the company reacquired 
it and put it through a two-year 
restoration.

The first step before getting 
into the cab of  this massive en-
gine was to get outfitted with a 
safety vest, goggles, ear protec-
tion and gloves. Then came the 
warning to beware the heat.

After all, we were riding on 
the back of  superheated boiler 
in air temperatures well over 90 
degrees.

Union Pacific’s Big Boy 
steam locomotive  
stops in Parsons

Big Boy, Union Pacific’s 600-ton locomotive No. 4014, sits in a rail yard Wednesday in Parsons, Kan., for 
an overnight stop on the train’s monthlong tour of the central and southern U.S. The train is headed 
for Houston and New Orleans, with a daylong stop in Fort Worth, Texas, on Aug. 14. It will return 
home through Arkansas and Missouri, heading for a daylong stop in St. Louis on Sunday, Aug. 29, then 
crossing Missouri for its second daylong stop at Kansas City’s Union Station on Wednesday. Sept. 1.

GLOBE | JOHN HACKER

More information
TO KEEP TRACK of Big Boy’s travels on its 
monthlong tour and to see more informa-
tion about the history of the locomotive, go 
to https://www.up.com/heritage/steam/
index.htm.

SEE STEAM, 8A

BY DEBBY WOODIN
dwoodin@joplinglobe.com

A tragic loss caused Dan-
iel Morris to give up on 
himself, his job and home, 
which landed him on the 
streets.

“I lost my wife, and my 
heart was buried with her,” 
Morris said. He’s lived on 
the streets for five years 

now, but he wants a new 
start.

“You’ve just got to learn 
to let go,” Morris said. “I’m 
ready now.”

The former manufac-
turing lead man went to 
Project Homeless Connect 
on Thursday to seek help 
to get a new job, put a roof  
over his head and take care 
of  his medical needs. The 
event, held twice a year, 
took place in the fellowship 
hall at Central Christian 
Church, 410 S. Virginia Ave.

Morris said that in ad-

dition to finding out about 
how to get his medical 
issue addressed as well as 
pursue getting resettled 

with a job and place to live, 
he also was able to get a 
free cellphone and a meal.

“I got a lot out of  it this 

time,” he said of  Homeless 
Connect. It will make his 
life better as long as he fol-
lows through on the things 
he has to do to get off  the 
streets, he said.

Project Homeless Con-
nect is a one-stop shop for 
people who are homeless 
or those who are living in 
poverty and have lost or 
are about to lose housing or 
utilities, have other needs 
including mental health, and 
domestic violence education 

Project Homeless Connect links people with services
Renee Beale, 
with Assurance 
Wireless, helps 
set up a phone 
for a homeless 
woman during 
Thursday’s 
Homeless Con-
nect Event at 
Central Chris-
tian Church.
GLOBE | ROGER NOMER

Some get coronavirus 
vaccines Thursday  

SEE HELP, 8A
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Serving Joplin Since 1964

Don Hicks and the late Hall of Famer, Stan 
Musial loved St. Louis Cardinals Baseball. Stan 
loved his Starkey hearing aids and the 
batteries Don Hicks supplied to him.

DON HICKS    STAN MUSIAL

Don Hicks Hearing Aid Service

FRAME and BODY 
of Joplin, Inc.

417-781-4433
Steve Chenault, Owner

As a new school year prepares to get 
underway, area organizations are doing what 
they can to help ensure students start the 
year with the tools they need to succeed. 

The Pittsburg Noon Rotary Club 
partnered with the Pittsburg Sunrise Rotary 
Club and the Salvation Army of Pittsburg, 
a United Way of Southwest Missouri and 
Southeast Kansas partner agency, to host a 
Stuff the Bus school supplies drive this past 
weekend at the two Walmart locations in 
Pittsburg. 

Rotary volunteers spent the day at both 
Pittsburg Walmart locations collecting 
items such as backpacks, spiral notebooks, 
pens, pencils, crayons as well as monetary 
contributions from members of the 
community. The donated items will be used 
to help students of USD 250 Pittsburg 
Community Schools.

Many families in our community struggle 
with purchasing the necessary basic 
back to school supplies for their children. 
Additionally, pens, pencils, crayons and 
even backpacks break over the course of 
the school year.

Thanks to the Acts of Kindness of the 
Pittsburg Rotary Clubs, the Salvation Army 
of Pittsburg, the Pittsburg Walmart locations 
and the community, students will now be 
equipped with the supplies they need to 
learn and be successful. 

United Way of Southwest Missouri 
and Southeast Kansas also supports 
programs that help children and youth in our 
communities get a great start and do well in 
school and reach their full potential. 

You can join the fight by going to  
www.unitedwaymokan.org and making 
a donation to support programs in your 
community.

For more information, contact United Way 
of Southwest Missouri and Southeast 
Kansas in Joplin at 417.624.0153 or 
Pittsburg at 620.231.8140. 

We win when we LIVE UNITED! 
Unitedwaymokan.org

Area Groups Stuff The Bus With Kindness
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“Be sure to drink lots of  
water,” engineer Ed Dick-
ens warned. “We have ice 
packs we can put in your 
shirt if  you need to. We 
can’t stop for you if  you 
have a problem, and we’ve 
had people have heat ex-
haustion before.”

The train started rolling 
promptly at 8 a.m., with 
plans to maneuver around 
the tracks at Union Station 
to pick up the cars in the 
train.

Big Boy pulls its tender, 
which is filled with water 
and fuel; then a diesel 
engine that helps with dy-
namic braking; a number 
of  classic Union Pacific 
passenger and freight cars 
for the train crew, spare 
parts and water; and then a 
number of  hopper cars for 
additional braking power.

We headed east at first 
through the company’s Neff  
Yard, but departure was de-
layed as the train stopped to 
allow two members of  the 
crew to replace a leaking 
gasket on one of  four water 
glass gauges in the cab.

“Those gaskets are under 
300 pounds of  pressure,” 
Dickens said. “They’re a 
consumable item, and from 
time to time they do start 

to leak, so rather than let 
it fail completely and blow 
steam all over the place, the 
moment it begins to leak 
a little bit we just change 
it. We’re prepared to do 
that kind of  work. We’re 
prepared to do a lot of  work 
that you have to do on a big 
steam locomotive.”

With repairs completed, 
the train headed out about 
45 minutes behind schedule.

SOUND AND FURY
We headed onto the rails 

heading southwest through 
Martin City, a Kansas City 
suburb, then into Kansas 
and south toward Paola.

The sound, the heat, the 
vibrations and the sheer 
excitement of  6,500 horse-
power pushing a 600-ton 

locomotive and hundreds 
of  tons of  train were over-
whelming.

The engine’s firebox is 
directly in front of  the crew 
as they stand in the cab, 
with oil-fired flames sepa-
rated from them only by a 
couple of  inches of  steel.

As the train gathered 
steam, we topped out at 50 
mph on the trip. Flames 
started to snake out of  the 
tiny gaps in the firebox 
door, looking a little like a 
fire-breathing dragon.

The one thing that made 
the heat bearable was the 
wind whipping through 
the open cab, and copious 
amounts of  water.

The sound was deafening, 
with the constant roar of  
the locomotive and steel 

wheels on steel tracks 
punctuated by the sound 
of  the steam whistle every 
time the train approached a 
crossing.

And at each crossing were 
people — some watching 
from their cars, but many 
more outside with cameras 
on tripods, smartphones and 
tablets taking pictures and 
recording the sounds that 
were common in the 19th 
century and first half  of  the 
20th century but have long 
since been replaced by the 
whine of  the diesel locomo-
tive.

Hundreds of  people 
gathered at the rail yard in 
Paola to watch as the train 
made its first maintenance 
stop of  the day.

Dickens got on his bull-

horn to warn them to stay 
25 feet back from the rails.

“This makes all the hard 
work we experience ... all 
worth it,” Dickens said. 
“People are enjoying the lo-
comotive and having a good 
time.

“Yes, we want people to 
stay back 25 feet,” he said. 
“Oftentimes people get 
swept up in the moment and 
they think they want to get 
that perfect picture, so they 
do get a little bit close. But 
we’re cautious. We always 
come in slowly. We’ve got 
law enforcement out ahead 
of  us to help manage the 
crowd. It’s all a function of  
making sure that everyone 
can see and experience the 
locomotive.”

RAIL FANS’ DELIGHT
Crowds of  people young 

and old gather at the places 
where Big Boy stops as well 
as the crossings and bridges 
on the train’s route.

Bob Ryan, of  Lenexa, was 
one of  hundreds of  people 
who got up early to see the 
train leave Union Station in 
Kansas City.

Ryan said steam locomo-
tives look alive in ways that 
a diesel engine just can’t 
match.

“I love trains, and I’m in-
volved with the model trains 
at Union Station, but this you 
don’t see every day,” Ryan 
said. “This is the real thing. 
With a steam train, it’s the 

mechanical action and the 
size and the hugeness of  it 
all. It just overwhelms you. 
With the driving arms and 
the wheels and all of  that, the 
mechanical action is right in 
front of  you.”

In Paola, Jenny Dooley, 
of  Overland Park, Kansas, 
brought her son, Gordon, 6, 
to see the engine for the sec-
ond time in his lifetime.

Big Boy went on a simi-
lar tour in 2019 that took it 
through Coffeyville, Kansas, 
on the way to Kansas City, 
and traveled some of  these 
same rails.

“When it came two years 
ago, we found it, and we 
watched it through Martin 
City and then went to Union 
Station and saw it, then 
watched it leave from Union 
Station off  a bridge,” Dooley 
said. “He just loves trains. 
I want to instill in him a 
passion of  something that’s 
not video games, something 
that’s real, something to be 
proud of. and these guys do 
an incredible job, hard work, 
a labor of  love. You’re not 
going to see this anymore. 
This is like history passing 
through your fingers.”

Steve Holmes, of  Joplin, 
drove to Parsons a few times 
this week to scout out loca-
tions to photograph the train 
as it arrived.

“If  you want to feel like a 
kid again, even if  you’re not 
a kid, go see a steam engine,” 
he said.

STEAM
FROM 1A

A common sight 
when riding in 
Big Boy, on-
lookers gather 
Wednesday at 
a crossing in 
Martin City, Mo., 
as Union Pacif-
ic engine No. 
4014 passes by. 
The company 
publishes the 
train’s schedule 
online so groups 
will gather at 
crossings on the 
route to see the 
massive steam 
engine.  
GLOBE | JOHN HACKER

or assistance. The event is 
sponsored by the Homeless 
Coalition of  Jasper and 
Newton Counties.

On Thursday, people also 
could get COVID-19 vacci-
nations given by the Joplin 
Health Department and 
COVID-19 tests.

“Several people have 
gotten COVID vaccines, so 
that makes the whole day 
worthwhile in my opin-
ion,” said Robin Smith, 
who chairs the Homeless 
Coalition. Otherwise, it can 
be difficult to get vaccines 
to those who are mobile. 
She said there usually are 
two Homeless Connect 
events held each year but 
that there hasn’t been one 

since January 2020 because 
of  the pandemic.

“We’re also surveying 
folks as they come in,” she 
said. “We want to find out 
why they’re homeless and 
what they’ve done to try to 
find housing, and then we 
can try to hook them up with 
some folks that can help 
them get housing, health 
care and some things like 
that.” Information collected 
can be used to help under-
stand and keep tabs on popu-
lation and to write grants to 
fund services.

In the 2020 surveys, the 
majority of  those who came 
for help said they were with-
out a home because they lost 
their jobs. “We see a lot of  
people who have issues with 
mental health and things 
like that,” Smith said.

“Many of  those who do not 
have a permanent home are 
not without income at all,” 

Smith said. “Some receive 
disability benefits or other 
types of  aid. But they often 
do not have enough monthly 
income to afford housing 
and utilities and other 
household expenses on 
their own. Without a home, 
they don’t have furniture 
or linens and those types of  
things. But there are orga-
nizations that can help with 
those needs once people are 
approved for housing assis-

tance and have found a place 
to live.”

Because there has not 
been a homeless count since 
early 2020, Smith did not 
know how many homeless 
people Joplin has now, but 
there have been about 250 in 
the past, she said.

Callie Lankford, case 
manager supervisor for 
Catholic Charities, gave out 
information Thursday about 
housing assistance.

“We have homeless pre-
vention services and that 
is for someone who is at 
risk of  being homeless,” 
she said. “We also have 
rapid rehousing services. 
Those are for persons that 
are homeless, chronically 
homeless. We also have the 
SAFHR (State Assistance for 
Housing Relief) program for 
renters right now and we are 
helping people to fill out the 
application for assistance.

“That program provides 
rent and utility assistance 
for eligible residents who 
have been impacted by 
COVID-19.”

Services for those recov-
ering from addiction are 
available at places such as 
St. Paul’s Church, 2423 W. 
26th St.

“We’re here to let the 
population know that we’re 
here, we see them,” said Mi-
chelle Reeder, of  the church. 
“We offer Celebrate Recov-
ery groups on Mondays that 
we’re giving out informa-
tion on because with this 
particular group, a lot of  
people are in recovery and 
we want them to know we 
are available to them right 
now. In addition, the church 
members gave out gift bags 
with water, snacks, hygiene 
products, socks” and other 
items.

Another provider at the 

expo was Lafayette House, 
represented by Jamie Jess-
coat.

“We have information 
for people who have expe-
rienced domestic violence 
that can be provided to the 
male or female population,” 
she said. “And our shelter 
is for the female population 
and we offer residential and 
outpatient services.”

In addition, everything 
from free haircuts to legal 
services, vocational reha-
bilitation services, Head 
Start and Early Head Start 
education program for fam-
ilies with children up to age 
4, and several health care 
providers and housing agen-
cies were available to those 
who attended. Employment 
services were provided at 
the expo by Joplin Job Cen-
ter, Diversity Placement and 
Preferred Family Health 
Care Employment.

HELP
FROM 1A

Housing assistance
FOR MORE INFORMATION on the 
State Assistance for Housing 
Relief program for those who have 
eviction notices or utility shutoff 
notices, call Catholic Charities of 
Southern Missouri at 417-624-
3790. Those who are already 
homeless should first contact the 
Homeless Coalition at 1601 S. Wall 
Ave.


